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The Department of Agriculture

sent out some “iron” cowpeas last
spring for farmers to test om lands
affected by the blight or wilt. One
farmer trizd them om land that had
failed partially to make a crop, and
the test shows them to be quite an
improvement, but one seazon is not
a sufficient test. This pea is smaller
than the clay pea which it resembles
in color. Some of the peas are quite
small, and for this reason it will take
fewer seed for an acre.

HARRY FARMER.

Solving the Labor Problem.
Editor of The Progressive Farmer :

Eneclosed you have $2 for remewsl
I am glad to see Harry Farmer back
agsin, as his articles were usually in-
teresting reading.

Crops with us are fair; prices out
of sight. Labor is thoroughly dis-
organized by the inflation of prices.
Everybody has plenty of money at
present and don’t eare who is elected.

But there is 3 momenteocus ques-
tion confronting the farmers in the
east. That is, how they are to get
their lands cultivated in the future,

for labor at one dollar per day cannot !

he used in the cultivation of any
erops grown in this State, even at
present inflated prices, except at a
loss to the farmer employing it.

The only plan in sight, as this
writer sees it, is to intensify. “How
is it to be done ¥ you ask. Let every
farmer diseard three-fourths of his
land and by gquadrupling and manur-
ing, make all his crops the very best
as to quantity and quality. Let them
read The Progressive Farmer and
profit by the experience of the best
farmers in this State.

J. H. PARKER.

Perguimans Co., N. C.

The South’s Profit by the Advance in
Cotton.

The planters of the South, owing
to the sustained price of cotton and
the new bull movement, are expected
to get $200,000,000 more for their
crop this year thamw last year. Speec-
alators, it is believed, will this time
not get the whole advance, but the
millions will be more widely distrib-
oted. Since other products are am-
ple in volume and bring good prices,
the prosperity of the South for some
time to come scems sassured.—Balti-
more Sun.

COTTON AT 15 CENTS.
A Texas Authority Ventures ro Make a
Prediction.

Washington, Dec. 9 —President E.
S. Peters, of the Texas Cotton Grow-
ers Protective Assoelation, who is
in Washington to urge remedial leg-
i=lation for the boll weevil invasion,
said to-day:

“1 would like to comvey to every
cotton grower of the South this mes-
sage: The Agricultural Department
report estimating the crop at 9.962.-
000 bales is not only conservative,
but is over rather than under the
indicated yield. I would, therefore,
earnestly urge all growers of the
staple not to part with their hold-

| ings, except at their real value, which

is not less than fifteen cents a
pound, the figure I have repeatedly
predicted would be paid. Let fu-
ture markets alone and allow no mid-
dlemen and speeulators to fix the
price of the fruit of your labors.
This is the opportunity of the South-
ern planters. If fthere is to be s
corner, let them conduect it them-

selves and reap the henefits.”

To Destroy Nut Grass.
Editor of The Progressive Farmer:

In your highly esteemed paper of
November 3rd, Mr. C. V. B. Batts.
of Wilson County, asks how to kill
nut grass. As Brother Massey says,
eternal vigilance is the only thing
that will destroy nut grass. By your
consent, I will give Mr. Batts my ex-
perience and observation. Give the
land a clean cultivation for thms=
years in sueccession in cotton; ihe
last plowing should be in August.
The best plow to use is what we call
here is a gopher plow. Have it
sharp so that it will cut it clean ev-
ery time. Plow as often as possible.
If he should prefer to change the
crop the fourth year, sow it down in
oats in the fall and then follow with
peas, two bushels per 2ere; then back
in cotton. He should have as much
cotton weed as possible. With best
wishes,

~ J. W. ALDRIDGE.
Pamlico Co., N. C.

The belief prevails in many quar-
ters that the South has reached its
limit in ecotton produetiop. This
may be true with the present supply
of labor, but we have millions of
acres of land Iying idle that would
produce the finest of cotton. If the
neeessary amount of labor can be
found and trained, the South will

L furnish all the cotton needed for the

entire world for many years to comse.

—Shelby Aurora.

Danger of Increased Cotton Acreage.

Seeretary T. B. Parker of the
Farmers’ Alliance, speaking of the
| cotton prices says he has advised the
farmers to held their cotton and sell
only as the trade demanded it, and
that anyone ecould have foreseem
higher prices. He thinks the meet-
mg of the cotton muill men mm Char-
lotte may temporarily lower prices,
but that there will be no general
movement of the mills for curtail-
ment. He further says:

“Now, seriously, this meeting of
the cotton mill men at Charlotte
should put the farmers to thinking
and see to it that the prediction of
a 13,000,000 bale crop shall never
come to pass until the requirements
of the trade demand it. I have great
faith in the newspapers of the South,
and I am confident that every editor
will preach against a material in-
crease in acreage for next year, es-
pecially in the face of the face that
a tem-million-bale erop will bring
more than a thirteen-million-bale
crop would. The Alliance in this
| State will »reach against a Jarge
erop, and I think the farmers” organ-
izations in all the ecotton-growing
States will do likewise. With all
these ageneies at work it is to be
hoped the gereage for next year will
not be abnormally large. If not the
present high prices will rule through-

out another season.”

Wozk of the Natiomal Department of
Agriculture in Nerth Carcolina.

The report of the National Seere-
tary of Agriculiure contains also
several matters of information that
will be of interest in North Carolina.
Among other things it is stated that
| the work of thoroughly testing the
large number of varieties of Euro-
pean table grapes in the co-operative
experimental vineyards in North
Carolina is to be continued. It is al-
so announced that field studies qof
timber tracts on 16000 acres in
Mitchell, Caldwell and Watauga
Counties are being prosecuted.
Studies of commerical hardwoods
were also made in the State. More
work has been done by the depart-
ment in the survey of soils in North
Carclina than in any other State.
So far 2,973,440 acres have been sur-
veyed or mapped in the State. This
is a total of 4,646 square miles. This
survey last year in North Carolina
covered 1.221 square miles.

He doeth much that doeth a thing

well —Thomas a Kempis.




